
 

3rd Grade 
How we express 

ourselves 
Sharing the planet  Where we are in 

place and time 
How we organize 

ourselves 
How the world 

works 
Who we are 

People convey 
culture through 
artistic expressions. 
 
An inquiry into: 
Cultural expressions 
through various 
means of 
communication.  
 
Storytelling. 
 
Historical facts vs. 
Fiction. 
 
 
 
Key Concepts: 
Communication  
Connections 
Perspective 
 
 
 
 
 

Systems thrive 
through 
interdependence.  
 
An inquiry into: 
Changes which occur 
in ecosystems. 
 
Sustainable 
ecosystems.  
(habitats) 
 
Evolving ecosystems. 
 
 
 
 
Key Concepts: 
Function 
Reflection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documentation 
preserves life. 
 
An inquiry into:  
Adaptation. 
 
Geographical regions. 
 
Climate Zones. 
 
 
 
Key Concepts: 
Reflection 
Form 
 
 
: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People have 
developed systems to 
provide 
organization. 
 
An inquiry into: 
Types of 
governments. 
 
Government 
response to 
community needs. 
 
Goods and services. 
 
 
 
Key Concepts: 
Form 
Responsibility 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changes affect the 
environment and 
how people live. 
 
An inquiry into: 
Electric and magnetic 
interactions. 
 
Changes in our 
weather. 
 
Effects of 
environment on 
people. 
 
 
Key Concepts: 
Function 
Responsibility 
Change 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past events influence 
the development of a 
community. 
 
An inquiry into: 
Cultural 
Characteristics. 
 
Cultural history and 
regions. 
 
Cultural heritage. 
 
How environment 
influences 
inheritance. 
 
 
Key Concepts:  
Perspective 
Causation 
 
 
 
 



 


