
 

1st Grade 
Who we are  How we organize 

ourselves 
Where we are in 
place and time 

How we express 
ourselves 

How the world 
works 

Sharing the planet 

Communities are 
impacted by the 
involvement of its 
members.  
 
An inquiry into: 
Ways in which 
communities work 
together. 
 
Characteristics of a good 
citizen. 

Roles and impacts of 
community members. 

 
Key Concepts: 
Form 
Function Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts: 
Community Cooperation 
Leadership 
Impact 
Relationships 
Citizenship 
 

Planning ensures 
access to resources.  
 
An inquiry into: 
 ​People and systems 
involved in food 
production and 
distribution. 
 
The interdependence 
of consumers and 
producers. 

Effects of weather 
patterns on the 
production of goods. 

Key Concepts: 
Form 
Causation  
Reflection 

Related Concepts: 
Systems 
Pattern 
Resources 
Process 
Cause & Effect 

Symbols convey 
meaning.  
 
An inquiry into: 
Places, monuments, 
people, holidays and 
communities. 

How meanings 
change depending on 
a point of view. 

Feelings and 
sentiments conveyed 
by symbols. 

 
Key Concepts: 
Form 
Perspective 
Function 
 
Related Concepts: 
Symbols 
Geography 
Purpose 
Communication 
Opinions 

Cultural expression 
connects me to 
others.  
 
An inquiry into: 
Characteristics and 
purpose of stories. 

How stories teach us 
about a culture. 

A culture’s point of 
view expressed 
through stories. 

 
Key Concepts: 
Connection 
Perspective 
Form 
 
Related Concepts: 
Community 
Culture 
Stories 
Relationships 
Characteristics 
 

Observation may lead 
to discovery.  
 
An inquiry into: 
Observation made 
through the five 
senses.  

Physical properties of 
various objects. 

How objects are used 
based on their 
properties. 

 
Key Concepts: 
Reflection 
Function 
Causation 

Related Concepts: 
Matter 
Energy 
Problem Solving 
Cause & Effect 
Behavior 
Tools 

Environmental 
conditions affect 
living things. 
 
An inquiry into: 
The needs of living 
things. 
 
How living things 
survive in various 
biomes. 
 
Human impact on 
biomes. 
 
 
Key Concepts: 
Function 
Form 
Change 
 
Related Concepts: 
Survival  
Design 
Living Things 
Similarities 
Differences 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


